CHAPTER X

DEVELOPMENT OF PROSE FICTION

notable effect of the Irish literary movement had
been to implant in George Moore's mind the con-
viction that Dublin had superseded London as an intellectual
centre, and that the way of salvation lay through Gaelic-
even if it only led back to a revived and reinvigorated
English style. Moore's convictions were always passionate
while they lasted, and for something over ten years Ireland
in one form or other afforded him his themes, while his
dwelling-place was in Dublin. His work of this period
must be regarded as a product of the movement, though he
was rather of those who were influenced than among the
forces which added to its impetus.

Driving force came from the poets Yeats and A.E.
Hyde, in a secondary sense a poet also, whose natural
expression was through verse, had become by this time
almost exclusively a propagandist of the language revival;
perhaps a poet lost, yet by nature too careless of form ever
to 'have added much to lasting literature. Yeats, however,
while leading the attempt to establish an Irish drama in
concert with a growing school of actors, continued to
produce his own poetry, to which maturing power con-
stantly added thews and sinews; and his work found many
imitative echoes, A.E, also, while continuing to write,
became for the young poets a centre of oral inspiration and
instruction. There was published in 1904 a volume called
New Songs selected by A.E.fiom the Poems ofPadrdc Colum,
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